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TITLE I 
Organization and Administration 
 
CANON 6: Of the Mode of Securing an Accurate View of the State of This Church  
 
Sec. 1. A report of every Parish and other Congregation of this Church shall be prepared annually for the year 
ending December 31 preceding, in the form authorized by the Executive Council and approved by the 
Committee on the State of the Church, and shall be filed not later than March 1 with the Bishop of the 
Diocese, or, where there is no Bishop, with the ecclesiastical authority of the Diocese. The Bishop or the 
ecclesiastical authority, as the case may be, shall keep a copy and submit the report to the Executive Council 
not later than May 1. In every Parish and other Congregation the preparation and filing of this report shall be 
the joint duty of the Rector or Member of the Clergy in charge thereof and the lay leadership; and before the 
filing thereof the report shall be approved by the Vestry or bishop's committee or mission council. This 
report shall include the following information:  

(1)  the number of baptisms, confirmations, marriages, and burials during the year; the total number 
of baptized members, the total number of communicants in good standing, and the total number 
of communicants in good standing under 16 years of age.  

(2)  a summary of all the receipts and expenditures, from whatever source derived and for whatever 
purpose used.  

(3)  such other relevant information as is needed to secure an accurate view of the state of this 
Church, as required by the approved form.  

 
Sec. 2. Every Bishop, Presbyter, or Deacon whose report is not included in a parochial report shall also 
report on the exercise of such office, and if there has been none, the causes or reasons which have prevented 
the same.  
 
CANON 7: Of Business Methods in Church Affairs 
 
Sec. 1. In every Province, Diocese, Parish, Mission and Institution connected with this Church, the following 
standard business methods shall be observed:  

(a) All accounts of Provinces shall be audited annually by an independent certified public accountant, or 
independent licensed accountant, or such audit committee as shall be authorized by the Provincial Council. 
The Audit Report shall be filed with the Provincial Council not later than September 1 of each year, covering 
the preceding calendar year.  

(b) Funds held in trust, endowment and other permanent funds, and securities represented by physical 
evidence of ownership or indebtedness, shall be deposited with a National or State Bank, or a Diocesan 
Corporation, or with some other agency approved in writing by the Finance Committee or the Department of 
Finance of the Diocese, under a deed of trust, agency or other depository agreement providing for at least 
two signatures on any order of withdrawal of such funds or securities. But this paragraph shall not apply to 
funds and securities refused by the depositories named as being too small for acceptance. Such small funds 
and securities shall be under the care of the persons or corporations properly responsible for them. This 
paragraph shall not be deemed to prohibit investments in securities issued in book entry form or other 
manner that dispenses with the delivery of a certificate evidencing the ownership of the securities or the 
indebtedness of the issuer.  

(c) Records shall be made and kept of all trust and permanent funds showing at least the following:  
(1) Source and date. 
(2) Terms governing the use of principal and income. 
(3) To whom and how often reports of condition are to be made. 
(4) How the funds are invested.  

(d) Treasurers and custodians, other than banking institutions, shall be adequately bonded; except 
treasurers of funds that do not exceed five hundred dollars at any one time during the fiscal year.  
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(e) Books of account shall be so kept as to provide the basis for satisfactory accounting.  
(f) All accounts of the Diocese shall be audited annually by an independent Certified Public Accountant. 

All accounts of Parishes, Missions or other institutions shall be audited annually by an independent Certified 
Public Accountant, or independent Licensed Public Accountant, or such audit committee as shall be 
authorized by the Finance Committee, Department of Finance, or other appropriate diocesan authority.  

(g) All reports of such audits, including any memorandum issued by the auditors or audit committee 
regarding internal controls or other accounting matters, together with a summary of action taken or proposed 
to be taken to correct deficiencies or implement recommendations contained in any such memorandum, shall 
be filed with the Bishop or Ecclesiastical Authority not later than 30 days following the date of such report, 
and in no event, not later than September 1 of each year, covering the financial reports of the previous 
calendar year.  

(h) All buildings and their contents shall be kept adequately insured.  
(i) The Finance Committee or Department of Finance of the Diocese may require copies of any or all 

accounts described in this Section to be filed with it and shall report annually to the Convention of the 
Diocese upon its administration of this Canon.  

(j) The fiscal year shall begin January 1. 
 
Sec. 2. The several Dioceses shall give effect to the foregoing standard business methods by the enactment of 
Canons appropriate thereto, which Canons shall invariably provide for a Finance Committee, a Department 
of Finance of the Diocese, or other appropriate diocesan body with such authority.  
 
Sec. 3. No Vestry, Trustee, or other Body, authorized by Civil or Canon law to hold, manage, or administer 
real property for any Parish, Mission, Congregation, or Institution, shall encumber or alienate the same or any 
part thereof without the written consent of the Bishop and Standing Committee of the Diocese of which the 
Parish, Mission, Congregation, or Institution is a part, except under such regulations as may be prescribed by 
Canon of the Diocese.  
 
Sec. 4. All real and personal property held by or for the benefit of any Parish, Mission or Congregation is 
held in trust for this Church and the Diocese thereof in which such Parish, Mission or Congregation is 
located. The existence of this trust, however, shall in no way limit the power and authority of the Parish, 
Mission or Congregation otherwise existing over such property so long as the particular Parish, Mission or 
Congregation remains a part of, and subject to, this Church and its Constitution and Canons.  
 
Sec. 5. The several Dioceses may, at their election, further confirm the trust declared under the foregoing 
Section 4 by appropriate action, but no such action shall be necessary for the existence and validity of the 
trust.  
 
CANON 13: Of Parishes and Congregations 
 
Sec. 1. Every Congregation of this Church shall belong to the Church in the Diocese in which its place of 
worship is situated; a Member of the Clergy serving a Cure having Congregations in more than one 
jurisdiction shall have such rights, including vote, in the Convention of the jurisdiction in which the Member 
of the Clergy has canonical residence as may be provided in the Canons of that diocese and may be granted 
seat and voice in the jurisdiction(s) in which the Member of the Clergy does not have canonical residence.  
 
Sec. 2 (a) The ascertainment and defining of the boundaries of existing Parishes or Parochial Cures, as well 
as the establishment of a new Parish or Congregation, and the formation of a new Parish within the limits of 
any other Parish, is left to the action of the several Diocesan Conventions.  

(b) Until a Canon or other regulation of a Diocesan Convention shall have been adopted, the formation 
of new Parishes, or the establishment of new Parishes or Congregations within the limits of existing Parishes, 
shall be vested in the Bishop of the Diocese, acting by and with the advice and consent of the Standing 
Committee thereof, and, in case of there being no Bishop, of the Ecclesiastical Authority.  

pkaiii
Highlight

pkaiii
Highlight



Selected Canons of the Episcopal Church of the USA (2012) 

 5 

Sec. 3 (a) Where Parish boundaries are not defined by law, or settled by Diocesan Authority under Section 2 
of this Canon, or are not otherwise settled, they shall be defined by the civil divisions of the State as follows:  
Parochial boundaries shall be the limits as fixed by law, of a village, town, township, incorporated borough, 
city, or of some division of any such civil district, which may be recognized by the Bishop, acting with the 
advice and consent of the Standing Committee, as constituting the boundaries of a Parish.  

(b) If there be but one Church or Congregation within the limits of such village, town, township, 
borough, city, or such division of a civil district, as herein provided, the same shall be deemed the Parochial 
Cure of the Member of the Clergy having charge thereof. If there be two or more Churches or Congregations 
therein, it shall be deemed the Cure of the Members of the Clergy thereof.  

(c) This Canon shall not affect the legal rights of property of any Parish or Congregation.  
 
CANON 14: Of Parish Vestries 
 
Sec. 1. In every Parish of this Church the number, mode of selection, and term of office of Wardens and 
Members of the Vestry, with the qualifications of voters, shall be such as the State or Diocesan law may 
permit or require, and the Wardens and Members of the Vestry selected under such law shall hold office until 
their successors are selected and have qualified.  
 
Sec. 2. Except as provided by the law of the State or of the Diocese, the Vestry shall be agents and legal 
representatives of the Parish in all matters concerning its corporate property and the relations of the Parish to 
its Clergy.  
 
Sec. 3. Unless it conflicts with the law as aforesaid, the Rector, or such other member of the Vestry 
designated by the Rector, shall preside in all the meetings of the Vestry.  
 
CANON 17: Of Regulations Respecting the Laity 
 
Sec. 1 (a) All persons who have received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism with water in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, whether in this Church or in another Christian Church, and 
whose Baptisms have been duly recorded in this Church, are members thereof.  

(b) Members sixteen years of age and over are to be considered adult members.  
(c) It is expected that all adult members of this Church, after appropriate instruction, will have made a 

mature public affirmation of their faith and commitment to the responsibilities of their Baptism and will have 
been confirmed or received by the laying on of hands by a Bishop of this Church or by a Bishop of a Church 
in communion with this Church. Those who have previously made a mature public commitment in another 
Church may be received by the laying on of hands by a Bishop of this Church, rather than confirmed.  

(d) Any person who is baptized in this Church as an adult and receives the laying on of hands by the 
Bishop at Baptism is to be considered, for the purpose of this and all other Canons, as both baptized and 
confirmed; also,  

Any person who is baptized in this Church as an adult and at some time after the Baptism receives the 
laying on of hands by the Bishop in Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows is to be considered, for the purpose of 
this and all other Canons, as both baptized and confirmed; also,  

Any baptized person who received the laying on of hands at Confirmation (by any Bishop in apostolic 
succession) and is received into the Episcopal Church by a Bishop of this Church is to be considered, for the 
purpose of this and all other Canons, as both baptized and confirmed; and also,  

Any baptized person who received the laying on of hands by a Bishop of this Church at Confirmation or 
Reception is to be considered, for the purpose of this and all other Canons, as both baptized and confirmed.  
 
Sec. 2 (a) All members of this Church who have received Holy Communion in this Church at least three 
times during the preceding year are to be considered communicants of this Church.  

(b) For the purposes of statistical consistency throughout the Church, communicants sixteen years of age 
and over are to be considered adult communicants.  
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Sec.3.All communicants of this Church who for the previous year have been faithful in corporate worship, 
unless for good cause prevented, and have been faithful in working, praying, and giving for the spread of the 
Kingdom of God, are to be considered communicants in good standing.  
 
Sec. 4 (a) A member of this Church removing from the congregation in which that person's membership is 
recorded shall procure a certificate of membership indicating that that person is recorded as a member (or 
adult member) of this Church and whether or not such a member:  

(1)  is a communicant; 
(2)  is recorded as being in good standing; 
(3)  has been confirmed or received by a Bishop of this Church or a Bishop in communion with this 

Church.  
Upon acknowledgment that a member who has received such a certificate has been enrolled in another 
congregation of this or another Church, the Member of the Clergy in charge or Warden issuing the certificate 
shall remove the name of the person from the parish register.  

(b) The Member of the Clergy in charge or Warden of the congregation to which such certificate is 
surrendered shall record in the parish register the information contained on the presented certificate of 
membership, and then notify the Member of the Clergy in charge or Warden of the congregation which 
issued the certificate that the person has been duly recorded as a member of the new congregation. 
Whereupon the person's removal shall be noted in the parish register of the congregation which issued the 
certificate.  

(c) If a member of this Church, not having such a certificate, desires to become a member of a 
congregation in the place to which he or she has removed, that person shall be directed by the Member of the 
Clergy in charge of the said congregation to procure a certificate from the former congregation, although on 
failure to produce such a certificate through no fault of the person applying, appropriate entry may be made 
in the parish register upon the evidence of membership status sufficient in the judgment of the Member of 
the Clergy in charge or Warden.  

(d) Any communicant of any Church in communion with this Church shall be entitled to the benefit of 
this section so far as the same can be made applicable.  
 
Sec. 5. No one shall be denied rights, status or access to an equal place in the life, worship, and governance 
of this Church because of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender identity and expression, disabilities or age, except as otherwise specified by Canons.  
 
Sec. 6. A person to whom the Sacraments of the Church shall have been refused, or who has been repelled 
from the Holy Communion under the rubrics, or who has been informed of an intention to refuse or repel 
him or her from the Holy Communion under the rubrics, may appeal to the Bishop or Ecclesiastical 
Authority. A Priest who refuses or repels a person from the Holy Communion, or who communicates to a 
person an intent to repel that person from the Holy Communion shall inform that person, in writing, within 
fourteen days thereof of (i) the reasons therefor and (ii) his or her right to appeal to the Bishop or 
Ecclesiastical Authority. No Member of the Clergy of this Church shall be required to admit to the 
Sacraments a person so refused or repelled without the written direction of the Bishop or Ecclesiastical 
Authority. The Bishop or Ecclesiastical Authority may in certain circumstances see fit to require the person to 
be admitted or restored because of the insufficiency of the cause assigned by the member of the Clergy. If it 
shall appear to the Bishop or Ecclesiastical Authority that there is sufficient cause to justify refusal of the 
Holy Communion, however, appropriate steps shall be taken to institute such inquiry as may be directed by 
the Canons of the Diocese; and should no such Canon exist, the Bishop or Ecclesiastical Authority shall 
proceed according to such principles of law and equity as will ensure an impartial investigation and judgment, 
which judgment shall be made in writing within sixty days of the appeal and which shall also specify the steps 
required for readmission to Holy Communion.  
 
Sec. 7. No unbaptized person shall be eligible to receive Holy Communion in this Church.  
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TITLE II 
Worship 
 
CANON 1: Of the Due Celebration of Sundays  
 
All persons within this Church shall celebrate and keep the Lord's Day, commonly called Sunday, by regular 
participation in the public worship of the Church, by hearing the Word of God read and taught, and by other 
acts of devotion and works of charity, using all godly and sober conversation.  
 
CANON 2: Of Translations of the Bible 
 
The Lessons prescribed in the Book of Common Prayer shall be read from the translation of the Holy 
Scriptures commonly known as the King James or Authorized Version (which is the historic Bible of this 
Church) together with the Marginal Readings authorized for use by the General Convention of 1901; or from 
one of the three translations known as Revised Versions, including the English Revision of 1881, the 
American Revision of 1901, and the Revised Standard Version of 1952; from the Jerusalem Bible of 1966; 
from the New English Bible with the Apocrypha of 1970; or from The 1976 Good News Bible (Today's 
English Version); or from The New American Bible (1970); or from The Revised Standard Version, an 
Ecumenical Edition, commonly known as the "R.S.V. Common Bible" (1973); or from The New 
International Version (1978); or from The New Jerusalem Bible (1987); or from the Revised English Bible 
(1989); or from the New Revised Standard Version (1990); or from the Contemporary English Version 
(1995); or from the Contemporary English Version Global (2005); or Common English Bible (2011); or from 
translations, authorized by the diocesan bishop, of those approved versions published in any other language; 
or from other versions of the Bible, including those in languages other than English, which shall be 
authorized by diocesan bishops for specific use in congregations or ministries within their dioceses.  
 
CANON 3: Of the Standard Book of Common Prayer 
 
Sec. 1. The copy of the Book of Common Prayer accepted by the General Convention of this Church, in the 
year of our Lord 1979, and authenticated by the signatures of the Presiding Officers and Secretaries of the 
two Houses of the General Convention, is hereby declared to be the Standard Book of Common Prayer of 
this Church.  
 
CANON 5: Of the Music of the Church  
 
It shall be the duty of every Member of the Clergy to see that music is used as an offering for the glory of 
God and as a help to the people in their worship in accordance with the Book of Common Prayer and as 
authorized by the rubrics or by the General Convention of this Church. To this end the Member of the 
Clergy shall have final authority in the administration of matters pertaining to music. In fulfilling this 
responsibility the Member of the Clergy shall seek assistance from persons skilled in music. Together they 
shall see that music is appropriate to the context in which it is used.  
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TITLE III 
Ministry 
 
CANON 9: Of the Life and Work of Priests 
 
Sec. 5. Rectors and Priests-in-Charge and Their Duties 

(a) 
(1)  The Rector or Priest-in-Charge shall have full authority and responsibility for the conduct of the 

worship and the spiritual jurisdiction of the Parish, subject to the Rubrics of the Book of 
Common Prayer, the Constitution and Canons of this Church, and the pastoral direction of the 
Bishop. 

(2)  For the purposes of the office and for the full and free discharge of all functions and duties 
pertaining thereto, the Rector or Priest-in-Charge shall at all times be entitled to the use and 
control of the Church and Parish buildings together with all appurtenances and furniture, and to 
access to all records and registers maintained by or on behalf of the congregation.  

(b)  
(1)  It shall be the duty of the Rector or Priest-in-Charge to ensure all persons in their charge receive 

Instruction in the Holy Scriptures; in the subjects contained in An Outline of the Faith, 
commonly called the Catechism; in the doctrine, discipline, and worship of this Church; and in 
the exercise of their ministry as baptized persons.  

(2)  It shall be the duty of Rectors or Priests-in-Charge to ensure that all persons in their charge are 
instructed concerning Christian stewardship, including:  
(i)  reverence for the creation and the right use of God's gifts;  
(ii)  generous and consistent offering of time, talent, and treasure for the mission and ministry of 
the Church at home and abroad;  
(iii)  the biblical standard of the tithe for financial stewardship; and  
(iv) the responsibility of all persons to make a will as prescribed in the Book of Common Prayer.  

(3)  It shall be the duty of Rectors or Priests-in-Charge to ensure that persons be prepared for 
Baptism. Before baptizing infants or children, Rectors or Priests-in- Charge shall ensure that 
sponsors be prepared by instructing both the parents and the Godparents concerning the 
significance of Holy Baptism, the responsibilities of parents and Godparents for the Christian 
training of the baptized child, and how these obligations may properly be discharged.  

(4)  It shall be the duty of Rectors or Priests-in-Charge to encourage and ensure the preparation of 
persons for Confirmation, Reception, and the Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows, and to be ready 
to present them to the Bishop with a list of their names.  

(5)  On notice being received of the Bishop's intention to visit any congregation, the Rector or Priest-
in-Charge shall announce the fact to the congregation. At every visitation it shall be the duty of 
the Rector or Priest-in- Charge and the Wardens, Vestry or other officers, to exhibit to the 
Bishop the Parish Register and to give information as to the state of the congregation, spiritual 
and temporal, in such categories as the Bishop shall have previously requested in writing.  

(6)  The Alms and Contributions, not otherwise specifically designated, at the Administration of the 
Holy Communion on one Sunday in each calendar month, and other offerings for the poor, shall 
be deposited with the Rector or Priest-in-Charge or with such Church officer as the Rector or 
Priest-in-Charge shall appoint to be applied to such pious and charitable uses as the Rector or 
Priest- in-Charge shall determine. When a Parish is without a Rector or Priest-in-Charge, the 
Vestry shall designate a member of the Parish to fulfill this function. 

(7)  Whenever the House of Bishops shall publish a Pastoral Letter, it shall be the duty of the Rector 
or Priest-in- Charge to read it to the congregation on some occasion of public worship on a 
Lord's Day, or to cause copies of the same to be distributed to the members of the congregation, 
not later than thirty days after receipt.  
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(8) Whenever the House of Bishops shall adopt a Position Paper, and require communication of the 
content of the Paper to the membership of the Church, the Rector or Priest-in-Charge shall so 
communicate the Paper in the manner set forth in the preceding section of this Canon.  

(c)  
(1)  It shall be the duty of the Rector or Priest-in-Charge to record in the Parish Register all Baptisms, 

Confirmations (including the canonical equivalents in Canon I.17.1(d)), Marriages and Burials.  
(2)  The registry of each Baptism shall be signed by the officiating Member of the Clergy.  
(3)  The Rector or Priest-in-Charge shall record in the Parish Register all persons who have received 

Holy Baptism, all communicants, all persons who have received Confirmation (including the 
canonical equivalents in Canon I.17.1(d), all persons who have died, and all persons who have 
been received or removed by letter of transfer. The Rector or Priest-in-Charge shall also 
designate in the Parish Register the names of (1) those persons whose domicile is unknown, (2) 
those persons whose domicile is known but are inactive, and (3) those families and persons who 
are active within the congregation. The Parish Register shall remain with the congregation at all 
times.  

 


